
VS. 6 New Nation Study Guide 

Test- _______ 

 

What you need to know about George Washington: 

 He provided strong leadership needed to help the young country 

 He provided a model of leadership for future presidents 

 Because of these two things he was often called the “Father of our Country” 

 He was a Virginian 

What you need to know about James Madison: 

 He was a Virginian 
 He believed in the importance of having a United States Constitution (Remember that 

the Constitution is the document that our founding fathers wrote telling our government would work, its laws, and 
eventually peoples rights) 

 He keep detailed (lots of) notes during the Constitutional 

Convention 

 He was very skilled at finding ways to reach compromise 
and used this skill to help during the difficult process of 
writing the Constitution 

 He is called “Father of the Constitution”  

What you need to know about George Mason: 

 He was a Virginian 

 He wrote the Virginia Declaration of Rights which said- 
 

1- Virginians had the right to freedom of the press (the press or newspaper     
    could print whatever they wanted without the government interference) 

            2-Virginians had the right to freedom of religion 

 These rights from the Virginia Declaration of Rights were included in the 
Constitution 

 



 

 

What you need to know about Thomas Jefferson: 

 He was a Virginian 

 He wrote the Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom which said- 
All people should be free to worship as they please 

 The idea that all people should be free to worship as they please was included in 
the Constitution. 

 

What you need to know about Virginians migrating west and south: 

 Tobacco farming was hard on the soil, so many farmers had to look south and west 
for new land 
 

 After the American Revolution, large numbers of Virginians moved to the south to 
find better land and new opportunities 
 

 After the American Revolution, large numbers of Virginians moved to the west for 
find better land and new opportunities 
 

 Settlers who moved took with them their traditions, ideas and culture 
 

 Settlers who moved west had to cross through the Cumberland Gap to migrate 
through the Appalachian Mountains (located in the Valley and Ridge) 

 

BE SURE YOU KNOW YOUR DOCUMENTS- WHAT THEY SAY AND WHAT THEY 
WERE USED FOR 

 

BE SURE YOU KNOW YOUR PEOPLE AND WHAT THEY DID AND WHAT 
DOCUMENTS THEY WROTE 


